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Our faculty continue to go above and beyond the call of duty to train and empower exegetically 

equipped servant leaders. Dr. Evans continues to publish his research at an astounding rate. Dr. 

Lewis, Dr. Steimetz, Dr. Billington, Jordan McClinton, and I also published important works 

recently. This year we honor Dr. Jim Leggett as TBS Faculty of the Year (see p. 48). Key to the 

launch of TBS sixteen years ago was Dr. Leggett's vision of an accredited seminary that taught 

all 66 biblical books and is rooted locally but making a global impact. Thank you Dr. Leggett for 

founding TBS and for teaching students in the "PRE 501 and PRE 502: Expository Preaching 

and Teaching" series how to communicate with excellence. 

2026� 

The six members of this year's graduating class are Tommy Chamberlin, Ruth Farthing, Brennan 

Hack, Margaret Haughen, Paul Kabore, and Anita Murillo (see pp. 50-52). Margaret is the final 

graduate of our original Bible Certificate (BC) program that is now a Certificate in Theological 

Studies (CTS). Ruth, Brennan, and Anita earn their CTS this year, and Tommy and Paul celebrate 

completion of the rigorous requirements of the Master of Arts in Biblical History and Archaeology 

(MABHA). Paul, a pastor and overseer of several churches in Burkina Faso (central Africa), is our 

first international graduate student. Tommy, an attorney from Pikeville, Kentucky and founder of 

Expedition Archaeology, is our 2026 valedictorian. 

Our library continues to grow. This past year we doubled our library space and expanded our 

academic collection. We also provide students with a variety of digital resources, including 

JSTOR which is the gold standard for accessing academic resources. TBS librarian Angela 

McClinton does an excellent job of managing our collection. This year the Lanier Theological 

Library made another donation of high-quality resource books to TBS, and a retired pastor 

donated his collection. We also purchased dozens of new books to update our resources. The 

library space on our new campus will allow continued expansion for the coming decades. 

For those who cannot travel to the Bible lands, we are making plans to bring the Bible lands 

to you through our indoor and outdoor museum on the new TBS campus (see pp. 3-5 and visit 

TheBibleSeminary.org/call to view detailed layouts, renderings, and more). We thank you for 

partnering with us on the Call to Adventure campaign. Your prayers and financial partnership 

make all we do possible. 

Our Faculty Are 

TO THESE 

AMAZING 

STUDENTS 

• • • • • • • • • • •

Great days 
lie ahead! 
• • • • • • • • • • •
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Having Carousel on 
Team TBS these past 
seven years was like 
having Priscilla from 

the book of Acts on our 
staff.

Dr. StriplingDr. Stripling
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W
hile writing my final paper for my Spiritual 

Formation and Ministry class (SFM 501), I 

recalled this saying about horses, "All Paints 

are Pintos, but a Pinto can't be a Paint." My professor 

and academic advisor, Dr. Israel Steinmetz, encouraged 

me to expand this idea as it relates to our spiritual 

lineage in Christ. 

"How do horses relate to spiritual lineage?" you may 

ask, "Nonetheless, Pintos and Paints?" While working with horses for several 

years, I learned that Paints are not just Paints because of the usual splotches 

associated with the breed. Paints can lack the colorful patches of color, even if 

their parents had splotches. 

Rather, Paints are Paints because of their breeding; i.e. their patrilineage. 

Paints must be registered with the APHA (American Paint Horse Association), 

as well as have breeding from at least one registered parent, and otherwise 

meet the standards required to register. 

Conversely, Pintos are Pintos due to their superficial coloring only. Any horse 

breed can be a Pinto-a Quarter horse, a Thoroughbred, a Pony, etc.-but only 

Pinto's with Paint lineage are true Paints. 

Sammy Jafari, 

TBS Certificate 

of Theological 

Studies student 

Both a Paint 

(due to 

patrilineage) 

and a Pinto 

(due to 

superficial 

coloring) 

Pinto only 

(no Paint 

patrilineage) 

Our spiritual lineage from Christ is like Paints and Pintos. 
We are not children of God because of any superficial, religious acts we do. Rather, we become children of God through:

Calling on the name 
of the Lord (Acts 2:21),

believing in the Lord 
Jesus (Acts 16:31), and 

trusting in Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior 

(Romans 10:9-13). 

(John 3:7, "You must be born

again''.)-the changing of our 
spiritual patrilineage from 

the Father of Lies (John 

8:42-44, "the devil''.) to the 
Father of Truth (John 1:14, 

14:6, 15:26, God, Jesus, and

the Holy Spirit). 

/ ��� 
ThouJ(His Holy Spirit 

increasingly bearing Christ's 
image (2 Corinthians 3:18)

and having His mind 
(Romans 12:2, I Corinthians 

2:16, Philippians 2:5). 

Anyone can look like a believer from the outside by doing 

superficial religious acts ( a Pinto). But only by the blood of 

Jesus can one become a child of God able to produce fruit in 

keeping with their inward patrilineage (a Paint). 

Paint due to breeding and a Pinto is a Pinto due to superficial 

coloring only, believers become children of God via a new 

spiritual lineage in Christ. Thus, a non-believer who resembles 

a child of God on the outside but is inwardly unconverted ( a 

Pinto), if they then turn to Christ, they can inherit the spiritual 

lineage of Jesus and become a genuine Paint. e 

My favorite part of the correlation is that a Pinto CAN be 

a Paint if it meets certain requirements. Just as a Paint is a 















SACRIFICE ON THE

ALTAR OF SELF 
Niki Lainhart, TBS Master of Arts in Biblical History and Archaeology (MABHA) student 

}\:,current cultural inclination devalues human life and glorifies the massacre of he most vulnerable. Even some Christians accept the lie that ending an innocent life is acceptable on the premise that it can thwart potential present or future suffering. In a heartbreaking 2015 report, Sam Smith of the Christian research group Lifeway reported that an estimated 70% of women who aborted at least one child identified as Christian and 42% of those attended church regularly.1 A 2025 study found that 45% of Christians agreed abortions should be an option in all or most cases. Approximately 33% of Christians ages 30-49 held that view along with 30% of the 50-64 age group, a signal that pro-choice views are not simply a millennial or Gen Z trend.2 

As stewards of God's Word, we must ask, "What went wrong?" Smith heartbreakingly noted that 76% of women who had an abortion reported that their church had no influence in their decision. Perhaps Christianity's increasingly passive attitude towards difficult social issues has unintentionally aided cultural demise. Perhaps defending the right to life for the unborn has become a such polemical issue that we 

are cultivating deflectors of justice instead of defenders of truth. Support for abortion is high even among academic institutions. A 2025 report by The Pro-Life Generation (Students for Life of America) found that 114 Christian colleges and universities had ties to the abortion industry-a staggering 39% increase from 2024 (Childs 2026).3 

Human nature tends to shun the unknown. Fears about financial stability, career goals, or mental unpreparedness for parenting have transformed what used to be family planning into family eradication and created a lucrative business that will profit an estimated $4.3 billion in the U.S. this year.4 What is the root cause of this apparent hunger for violence against unborn children? Beneath the surface, the prevalent truth seems to have orginated with the fall of mankind from fellowship with the Lord in falling for the enemy's duplicity in the Garden. When the desire for knowledge overrode the instinct for self-preservation, when trusting God became less appealing than trusting in the power to choose one's own future, the most innocent became and remain an object of sacrifice on the altar of self. 
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While sacrificing a child to a deity in modern times would 

seem unethical, outlandish, and outright barbaric, the act 

of aborting an unborn child in the ancient world was just as 

taboo. In his article "Redeeming the Carthaginians?", Henry 

Smith notes the importance of Christians recognizing the 

unlawful and hedonistic aspect of abortion and summarizes 

Meredith Kline: 

IT WAS SO UNTHINKABLE THAT AN 

ISRAELITE WOMAN SHOULD DESIRE AN ABORTION 

THAT THERE WAS NO NEED TO MENTION 

THIS OFFENSE IN THE CRIMINAL CODE ... 

THE MIDDLE ASSYRIAN LAWS ATTEST TO AN 

ABHORRENCE THAT WAS FELT FOR THIS CRIME 

EVEN AMID THE HEATHENDOM AROUND ISRAEL.5

Though abortion is routinely culturally sanitized in the 

modern era, it is comparatively obvious to see the same 

spiritual rot in ancient human sacrifice. According to Smith, 

"Since 1973, over 53 million unborn children, image-bearers 

of God Himself, have perished at the secularist altar of 

sel£"6 A 2022 study reported 73 million abortions annually 

worldwide from 2015 to 2019.7 

Many Christians appear to have a highly watered-down 

idea of historic idol worship. Though aborting children 

in utero was not common in antiquity, offering live children 

to a deity was a chief ritual collectively practiced by entire 

nations. We see this in God's attempts to realign Israel with 

holiness through His judgments when even His people fell 

prey to such evil practices.8 

THIS TYPE OF WORSHIP WAS NOT JUST BOWING 

DOWN TO GIANT STATUES, AS YOU MIGHT THINK. 

IN THE ANCIENT WORLD, THE GODS NEEDED 

TO BE APPEASED TO BLESS YOUR FOOD PRODUCTION 

AND NATION. AS THESE GODS WERE UNDERSTOOD 

TO HAVE CARNAL DESIRES, RITUALS FOR WORSHIP 

REFLECTED THOSE IDEAS. THE WORSHIP OF 

ASHTORETH CLE., ISHTAR) INVOLVED LEWD ACTS 

OF SEXUAL DEGRADATION, WHICH HAVE BEEN 

DESCRIBED AS "DISGUSTINGLY OBSCENE" BY 

SCHOLARS, WHILE THE WORSHIP OF THE GODS 

CHEMOSH OR MOLECH REQUIRED CHILD SACRIFICE 

BY BURNING.9

One of the most significant examples of ancient mass child 

sacrifice has been found at Carthage. An ancient people of 

Phoenician descent who appear to have settled the North 

African city of Carthage (modern Tunisia) in the mid-

ninth century B.C., Carthaginians followed the religious 

practices of their Canaanite ancestors and regularly sacrificed 

to their gods. The tophet or "place of burning" at Carthage is 

the largest sacrificial burial site found to date. Encompassing 

an area of 54,000 to 64,000 square feet, it has an estimated 

20,000 urns containing infant remains. 10 

This barbaric infanticide reflects a culture that mirrors our 

current society. Though not burning newborns to the gods 

Ba'al Hammon or Tanit-Ashtart in hopes of gaining favor for 

a fruitful year of crops, we nonetheless acquiescently "pass 

our children through the fire" for convenience and self-gain. 

WHAT IS THE 

ROOT CAUSE 

OF THIS 

A 
Funerary stelae discovered at Carthage portray 

Tanit-Ashtart, the Canaanite goddess of fertility. 
GIRAUD Patrick/CC By-SA 2.5. 

APPARENT HUNGER 
FOR VIOLENCE 

� 

UN� CHILDREN 

A 
Sacrificial burial urn 

discovered at the tophet in Carthage. 



For millions, the demand for individualistic autonomy, 

success, and productivity leaves no room for the lofty weight 

children bring to bear. The driving goal is the same as that of 

the ancients-sacrifice another to obtain personal favor. 

Our society routinely justifies the horrendous evils of the 

massacre of the innocent. So, has culture really changed at 

all? Aren't many desensitized, distracted, and deceived by 

the same spirit of destruction in the modern world as in 

antiquity? 

Let us seek truth and justice in our work as the Church. 

Proverbs 6:16-17 rings true throughout history, "There are 

six things that the Lord hates, seven that are an abomination 

to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed 

innocent blood ... " 

1. Smith, Samuel "70% Percent of Women Who 

Get Abortions Identify as Christians, Study 

Finds." The Christian Post. November 25, 2015. 

https://www.christianpost.com/news/70-

of-women-who-get-abortions-identify-as­

christians-survey-finds.html. 

2. Pew Research Center. 2025. "2023-24 U.S. 

Religious Landscape Study Interactive 

Database:• Accessed Feb. 10, 2026. https:// 

www.pewresearch.org/religious-landscape­

study/database/christians/christian/views­

about-abortion/ 

3. Childs, Isabella "New report says 114 Christian 

colleges still have ties to Big Abortion" Live 

Action. Accessed Feb. 5, 2026. https://www. 

liveaction.org/news/report-114-christian­

colleges-ties-big-abortion?q ueryl D=e3d0571 b2 

db2cade6acff94830939a79. 

4. Fine, Tina "Family Planning and Abortion 

Clinics in the U.S - Market Research Report 

(2015-2030)" accessed 09/08/2025. https:// 

www.ibisworld.com/united-states/industry/ 

family-planning-abortion-clinics/1567/. 

5. Smith, Henry, "Redeeming the Carthaginians?" 

Bible and Spade, 25, no. 1 (Winter 2012): 12. 

6. Smith, p. 12. 

7. Dorman, Sam, "Study: 73 million global 

abortions took place yearly from 2015-

2019." Live Action. April 13, 2022. https:// 

www.liveaction.org/news/73-million-global­

abortions-yearly?query1D=52d4267e1fafad9e60 

f4aacf5b742685. 

8. See 1 Kings 11:17, 2 Kings 21:6, and Jeremiah 

19:4-5. 

9. George A. Barton, "Ashtoreth and Her 

Influence in the Old Testament," Journal of 

Biblical Literature 10, no. 2 {1891): 73-91. http:// 

www.jstor.org/stable/4617130. 

10. Wolff, Sam. "Child Sacrifice at Carthage: 

Let us also not let attempts to exemplify humility and 

understanding overshadow the courageous character of a 

Christ follower. We are called to protect the defenseless. 

Modern cultural realities, though harsh, can find 

enlightenment in the Word of God written in ancient 

historical contexts very similar to our own. e 

THE DISCIPLES CAME TO JESUS AND ASKED, ' 0 

IS GREATEST IN THE INGDOM OF EAVEN?" JESUS 

CALLED A LITTLE CHILD TO HIM AND PUT THE CHILD 

AMONG THEM. THEN HE SAID, "I TELL YOU THE 

TRUTH, UNLESS YOU TURN FROM YOUR SINS AND 

BECOME LIKE LITTLE CHILDREN, YOU WILL NEVER 

ENTER IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN" #� 
18:1-3, NLT 

Religious Rite or Population Control?" Biblical 

Archaeology Review 10, no. 1 {1984): 1 (with 

Lawrence E. Stager). https://www.academia. 

edu/2298111/Child_Sacrifice_at_Carthage_ 

Religious_Rite_or_Population_Control_Biblical_ 

Archaeology_Review_10_1_1984_30_51_with_ 

Lawrence_E_Stager_?sm=a&rhid=37793224964. 

"Offering to Molech" in Bible Pictures and What They Teach Us, by Charles Foster, 1897. Public 

Domain. Illustrators of the 1897 Bible Pictures and What They Teach Us http://associate.com/photos/ 

Bible-Pictu res--1897-W-A-Foster/page-0074-1.jpg 
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geology teacher and pastor, my 

grandfather traveled the world 

ecturing in U.S. Department 

of Defense schools. Probably due to 

his influence, I have always loved 

exploring and used to dig up "artifacts" 

on the playground and make up stories 

about them. 

After my first trip to Israel in 2018, 

I discovered a rich trove of biblical 

archeology videos online. I stumbled 

across the Shiloh dig in 2019. Pleasantly 

surprised to find it connected to a 

school near where I live in Texas, I 

bookmarked it for "someday." As a 

single mom living back home after a 

divorce and working full-time, the dig 

sounded like an amazing opportunity, 

but not for me. 

I continued to receive emails and see 

Facebook posts over the next few years. 

But, between the COVID pandemic, 

stringent travel requirements, a new 

marriage, pregnancy, and caring for a 

newborn, the timing never seemed to 

line up. 

By 2024, I was restless for a project 

compatible with motherhood. I decided 

to finally enroll at The Bible Seminary 

(TBS) with secret hopes that maybe I 

could dig at Shiloh someday. I soon 

met a fellow student with a son a few 

months younger than my own. When 

she casually mentioned she planned to 

take her whole family to Shiloh the next 

summer, that opened my eyes to a new 

possibility. I joked that maybe our boys 

could play together in Israel, but didn't 

really believe it could be possible. 

However, when I mentioned the 

idea to my husband, he was all in. He 

immediately called his boss ( also his 

mom!) to request time off. When she 

replied, "No problem at all," I looked 

at him and said, "I guess we're going 

to Israel!" From that moment on, God 

opened every door. Despite my doubts 

and fears, I remembered the little girl 

digging at recess and that I had felt 

such a strong connection to the dig that 

I named my dog Shiloh. I embraced 

faithfully living out God's plan and 

trusted He would keep us safe. 

At the same time, many family members 

and friends were puzzled that we seemed 

so eager to go to a "war zone." A missile 

hitting the airport a few days before our 

trip did not help, but we persevered and 

God was faithful. 

I didn't think of the dig 

as merely a vacation 

or school assignment, 

but as a calling. 

I discovered that many 

of my colleagues felt 

the same. 

We each had our own story of how we 

ended up at Shiloh. I found it incredible 

to witness how God brought together 

so many people united by a common 

vision and passion. Students, retirees, 

widows, families, locals, and seasoned 

experts-we gathered from around the 

world to share in God's work. 

For us, biblical archeology is not just 

digging dirt but helping affirm the truth 

and veracity of Scripture. The Bible 



1 2 3 

I absolutely loved wet Opportunities don't I am so grateful for my 
sifting! The Shiloh necessarily require waiting husband,Anthon½ and 
excavations have until kids are older, the the sacrifices he made 

helped pioneer this political climate is perfect, to share this time 
technology. or whatever other issue together as a family. 

might seem like a barrier. 
• • 

• • • 

a 
� 

a 
� 

a 
� 

records stories of real people, real places, and a very real God. 
While we can't prove everything in it, we repeatedly discover 
and scientifically verify finds that accurately match and shed 
light on biblical passages. Year after year, new discoveries 
continue to prove critics wrong and challenge secular 
interpretations of history. Skeptics have long claimed that 
King David and numerous other people, events, and places 
mentioned in the Bible weren't real, but archeology keeps 
finding artifacts buried for thousands of years that confirm 
Scripture. Not just in Israel, but discoveries in other countries 
from other ancient cultures also continue to corroborate 
information recorded in the Bible. 

Our joy is that we get to share in 

helping others affirm their biblical 

convictions and worldview through 

world-class scientific methods and 

with tangible artifacts. 

Three things stood out for me. One, I absolutely loved 
wet sifting! Thankfully, the Shiloh excavations under the 
leadership of Scott Stripling have helped pioneer this 
technology. Without it, we have shown that nearly 70% of 
small finds would not happen. In just one day from only 
a few bags, I uncovered 2 beads and a significant artifact 
bearing an inscription! A nearby colleague found a scarab 
(very dateable) and together we recovered dozens of pieces of 
painted pottery, flint, glass, and bones. Without wet sifting, 
all those finds would have ended up in the dump pile. 

Two, opportunities don't necessarily require waiting until 
kids are older, the political climate is perfect, or whatever 
other issue might seem like a barrier. If God puts something 
on your heart, trust Him, and wait for Him to tell you when 
the time is right. 

One early morning devotional in the bus on the way to 
Shiloh included this phrase, "To be certain of God means 
that we are uncertain in all our ways." Two days after landing 
in Israel, I found out I was pregnant! I almost didn't go at all 
and would not have planned to go while pregnant. But, with 
few dig seasons left at Shiloh, I likely would have missed my 
opportunity had I decided to wait. Our team was so supportive 
and helpful, and I was able to fully participate in everything 
including the excavations and pre-dig tour. 

Third, I am so grateful for my husband, Anthony, and the 
sacrifices he made to share this time together as a family. He 
took time off from work, abandoned the comforts of home 
for a month, and wrangled a toddler in another country. 
Luckily, he shares my adventurous spirit and we enjoyed 
the extra bonding time with little Anthony. Our second son, 
Elijah James Judah Young, was born in December 2025 and 
it is such a special feeling knowing he shared Israel and 
Shiloh with us, too! 

I will forever be thankful to TBS and ABR (Associates for 
Biblical Research) for making this experience possible. It was 
a privilege to participate in something greater than myself 
and sit among world-renowned experts while fulfilling 
a childhood dream. I'm not sure what I will do with my 
degrees or what direction my career will take, but I trust God 
will keep revealing enough for me to take each next step. e 

---
---

--
---

-

\ 

--

IL flwW, fJumR/µt TO

I 
\ 
\ 
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\_ 

TBS AND ABR (ASSOCIATES FOR BIBLICAL RESEARCH)

FOR MAKING THIS EXPERIENCE POSSIBLE. 

-
---

---

_I 
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) Engages the whole person before God.
It engages the mind in theological reflection, the eyes reading, the hands holding or scrolling, the voice speaking, the 

memory rehearsing God's faithfulness, the heart experiencing compassion, and the body in pastoral presence. This 

full body posture of worship aligns itself with Paul's exhortation to "present your bodies as a living and holy sacrifice, 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship" (Romans 12:1). For our bodies are not neutral instruments, 

but participants in the Spirit's sanctifying work. When I see prayer requests, touch the document, speak names aloud, and 

carry requests in conversation and silence before the Lord, my participation moves from abstract to tangible. 

) Has moved me beyond pure sentiment.
It has become formative because it repeatedly places my whole person before God in truth. Accordingly, my spiritual life is 

not reduced to isolated devotional acts but transformed into an integrated pattern of relational dependence through which 

character, desire, and habit are progressively reordered toward Christlikeness. Week after week, the practice cultivates 

dependence in practicing the presence of God. It trains my attention, teaches me to notice burdens I might otherwise 

overlook, increases my patience, and allows the needs of others to interrupt the self-protective rhythms of my own life. 

) Helps clarify the distinction between divine sovereignty and human participation.
In Exodus 3:7, the Lord declares, "I have certainly seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt, and have 

heard their outcry because of their taskmasters, for I am aware of their sufferings." God reveals that He has not been 

previously indifferent, but their cry stirs the covenantal context within which God reveals His plan of action. Divine 

deliverance arises from God's covenant faithfulness in His time and according to His plans. Human intercession allows 

participation in God's economy of redemption and blessings, not as controllers of grace, but as witnesses. Deuteronomy 

additionally presents remembrance as a formative discipline; Israel must remember the Lord's acts, not as mere history 

but as covenantal reorientation. Forgetfulness leads to autonomy; remembrance nurtures faithful dependence. In my 

life, Prayer Parchment requests help me remember that God's providential care extends beyond my immediate concerns. 

Each answered prayer becomes a testimony to divine faithfulness, while unresolved prayers invite persistence and 

endurance. Intercessory prayers foster compassion and theological patience that require holding sorrow and hope 

together without collapsing into either denial or despair. 

) Has helped me improve my pastoral presence.
Suffering often opens doors to anxiety rather than wisdom, yet my chaplaincy has helped me understand that faithful presence 

often precedes faithful speech. Prayer requires attentiveness, humility, and restraint. Sitting with another person under the 

weight of grief, uncertainty, or fatigue demands more than doctrinal correctness, though doctrine remains indispensable. 

It requires doctrine embodied as love. Christ's command that His disciples love one another as He has loved them (John 

13:34-35) is not an abstract ecclesial ideal but a pastoral criterion. Our Prayer Parchment helps extend prayerful presence 

among a body of intercessors. 

My time as the SGA Chaplain has convinced me that 

intercessory prayer is a vital means of grace and a profound 

instrument of spiritual formation. It forms the redeemed 

by training us to see, name, carry, and surrender others 

before God. It forms the minister by resisting the illusion 

that ministry depends primarily upon eloquence, efficiency, 

or control. It forms the community by coalescing scattered 

concerns into shared intercession. Most importantly, it 

witnesses to the God who hears, remembers, sustains, and 

sanctifies. Though the Prayer Parchment began as a ministry 

tool, it has served as an avenue for theological tutoring. 

Through it, I've learned that prayer is not peripheral to 

formation, but one way through which the Spirit works to 

conform His people to the cruciform love of Christ. � 
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O
ver the last three years working towards 

my Master of Arts in Biblical History 

and Archaeology (MABHA) at The Bible �P'u'L119 
'fl,i�appell,erl

Seminary (TBS), I have learned not to approach a 

research paper with a thesis written in stone. 

For one, a literary masterpiece that might 
seem to rival a Hemmingway novel may elicit 
this response from a professor, "What you have 

written may be okay for an English Literature class but not for an 

archaeology paper." 

ON THE 

WAY TO A 

'Researc/i 
J•;;! �\:":e":; 'Paper 

Or you may start with a topic like whether someone in the Bible (like 

Melchizedek) was a historical figure or a Christophany, but then end up 

writing how the person impacted the Messianic beliefs of the disciples 

and various Jewish sects in the second temple period. 

Or you may find yourself surprised to discover that an assumed 

simple heretical schism actually may have served as a precursor to the 

Reformation with centuries of ripple effects. But, perhaps the most 

entertaining aspect of research is falling down a rabbit hole. 

Wesearcll, 
</lal,/,if 9/o/es 

I LIKE TO GET A HEAD 

START ON MY CLASSES. 

I recently found myself researching 

both for an upcoming class and what 

I thought might be my Capstone 

project. I accessed our JSTOR 

account to download articles with 

seemingly relevant titles, including 

"Eve, Melchizedek and the Magi in 

the Cave of the Nativity" by a man 

named Igor. Suddenly, I found myself 

in a research rabbit hole so deep that 

by the time I resurfaced, I had enough 

material to write three dissertations, 

a documentary script, and possibly a 

blockbuster musical. 

It all began so innocently. I began a 

single search determined to clarify one 

small point. Before long I found myself 

wandering through an intellectual 

forest with no map and only a vague 

memory of my original intent. 

Rabbit holes have a peculiar 

gravitational pull. One moment, you are 

attempting to contextualize a historical 

date. The next, you're reading a 47 page 

PDF about an obscure archaeological 
artifact from the third century AD. You 

tell yourself it's still relevant-context 
is important-but deep down you 
know you've drifted far from the shores 

of your thesis. The Internet rewards 

curiosity all too well and every footnote 

becomes a doorway to another world. 

Before long, you're juggling tabs like a 

circus performer with each representing 
a new tangent that feels absolutely 

essential. After all, who doesn't want 

to know Athanasius's opinion about 

Melchizedek and the difference between 
Epiphanius and pseudo Epiphanius? 

Before long you're on your way to the 

Lanier Theological Library to read a 
book of Armenian homilies. 

Yet, there's strange joy in this chaos. 

Rabbit holes remind you that research 

is not a mere task to complete but an 
adventure to experience. Therein one 

finds unexpected connections that 
spark new questions and occasionally 

deliver insights far richer than the ones 

you initially sought. 

One big challenge is knowing when to 
climb out, dust off, and actually write 

the paper. Another is culling enough 

to focus and not distractedly include 

rabbit hole content irrelevant to your 

course. Of course, footnotes can help-

therein you can sometimes include 
seemingly connected but really just 
extemporaneous information degrees of 
separation away from your topic. 

Another challenge is navigating 
relationships while regaling people with 

your newfound knowledge. You have 
to learn to read the crowd and decide 
whether they care, are considering 
anathematizing you as a heretic, or 
gathering enough data to commit you 
to the nearest asylum. 

Rabbit holes have space for company. 
When a classmate starts sharing 
their journey, you can start sharing 
yours. It is very satisfying to do so, 
learn together, and sometimes-in 
a summiting Mount Everest type 

of experience-discover something 
your professor didn't know, and then 
continue to learn while they add 
perspective to your erudition. 

Ultimately, winding through tunnels 
becomes part of our stories, and tales of 
our trips can be as exciting as the finds. 
While writing research papers demands 
discipline, rabbit holes often provide 
serendipity that bring our learning 
journeys to life. Plus, in the giant 
landscape of research circles, your paper 
might someday become the entrance to 
someone else's rabbit hole. e 
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Ruth 
Farthing 

Certificate of 

Theological 

Studies (CTS) 

Brennan 
Hack 

Certificate of 

Theological 

Studies (CTS) 

Margaret 
Haugen 

Bible 

Certificate (BC) 

A resident of Katy, Texas living temporarily in Brisbane, Australia, Ruth and her husband, 

Alisdair, have been married for 15 years and have three children: Callum, Kyle, and 

Alexandra. Ruth has a Master of Engineering with First Class Honours in Electronics and 

Electrical Engineering from the University of Edinburgh (2005), as well as a Master of 

Science in Petroleum Engineering with Distinction from Heriot-Watt University (2007) 

in Edinburgh, Scotland. Prior to pausing her engineering career in 2021, she spent 14 

years working as a Reservoir Engineer in the oil and gas industry. 

Having lived on three continents over the last decade-the United Kingdom, North 

America, and Australia-Ruth values the diverse experiences and perspectives that have 

shaped her journey. After graduation, she plans to continue auditing TBS classes and 

may pursue additional postgraduate studies. She especially appreciates the strong sense 

of community and meaningful relationships she has built and shares this encouragement 

with fellow students, "True learning is uncomfortable because it requires taking risks and 

being vulnerable. The TBS faculty and staff have made a deliberate effort to create a safe 

place for that growth to happen, and for that I am deeply grateful." 

A resident of Katy, Texas with a Bachelor of Business Administration from Texas State 

University (2022), Brennan has served as the Communications Pastor at Parkway 

Fellowship for two and a half years. He leads photography, social media, and front­

of-house production ministries and uses storytelling and creative engagement to help 

support Parkway's mission of leading people to encounter Jesus and take their next step 

with Him. He also serves in Worship and Media ministry where he combines theological 

insights with practical ministry leadership. His TBS experiences have helped deepen 

his understanding of Scripture, strengthen his biblical foundation, enhance his ability 

to disciple others, and equip him to better serve the church. He is thankful for the 

learning opportunities to communicate God's truth with greater clarity, wisdom, and 

intentionality across every ministry platform and environment. 

Recently engaged, he looks forward to continuing his ministry career and helping more 

people encounter Jesus. He is especially grateful for TBS professors and their genuine care 

for students and real-world ministry experiences that helped make learning both practical 

and transformative. He encourages fellows students to "Keep pressing on. What you're 

learning today will bear fruit in ways you may not see yet." 

After both experiencing the loss of their spouses, Margaret and Patrick are celebrating 14 

years of marriage and their second chance at love. They live in Fulshear, Texas and share 

a blended family with five children and spouses and six grandchildren. 

Prior to retirement, Margaret enjoyed a distinguished nursing career spanning more 

than thirty years. She earned her Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the University 

of St. Francis in Joliet, Illinois, and dedicated her professional life to caring for others 

through healthcare. 

After decades focused on nursing, she found great joy studying Scripture and exploring 

subjects outside of her professional field. The opportunity to deepen her understanding 

of God's Word strengthened her faith and brought her closer to the Lord in a meaningful 

journey of faith and personal growth. Her TBS graduation marks the achievement of a 

long-held educational and spiritual goal. 

She enjoys cooking, baking, and traveling, and is grateful for her TBS friendships, 

learning experiences, and spiritual encouragement. 
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The Near East Archaeological Society
(NEAS) was founded in 1957 to facilitate 
involvement of evangelical Christians in
research in the lands of the Bible.

Members view the Bible as an inspired
ancient text which can be illuminated and
clarified by properly conducted and 
interpreted archaeological research.

 NEAS povides a program of informational 
papers and reports in conjunction with 
the annual meeting of the Evangelical 
Theological Society (ETS), publishes Artifax 
magazine and Near East Archaeological 
Society Bulletin, and supports archaeological 
excavations in biblical lands.

Become an NEAS member today!

Visit NEASociety.org and click “Join”
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2026-2027 Student Government Association (SGA) Officers

STACY LYNCH

SGA OFFICERS ELECTED

Name(s)

Address

City Zip

Phone

Email

DONATION $

PLEDGE $

Total Pledge = $

Donation/Pledge Form

State

Enclosed (make checks payable

to “The Bible Seminary”)

Electronic (visit “Donate” 

at TheBibleSeminary.edu)

Monthly

Annually

Quarterly

One-Time, or other

for year(s)
Use wherever needed with no restrictions.

General Support

Help purchase/develop the new campus.

Facilities

Endownment 

Help generate perpetual income. 

Notes: Any donation details, especially if giving in HONOR or MEMORY of someone.

The Bible Seminary is a 501(c)(3) institution of
higher education incorporated in Texas in 2010
(Federal EIN #27-2190032). All donations are
charitable and tax-deductible as allowed by law. 
If you have any legal questions, please see your 
tax advisor for more information. 

To make a stock donation contact our CFO, Mrs.
Yamile Soto (Yamile.Soto@TheBibleSeminary.edu 
or 713-791-8752) for assistance. Thank you!

Mail to: 
     The Bible Seminary 
      23501 Cinco Ranch BLVD, STE H120-930
      Katy, TX 77494-3109

Call to Adventure RETURN ENVELOPE
enclosed for your convenience.

Donate or pledge ONLINE 
at TheBibleSeminary.edu/call



THE BIBLE 
SE M NARY 

Mailing Address 

23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd, Ste H120-930 

Katy, TX 77494-3109 

Physical Address 

2655 S Mason Rd, Katy, TX 77450 

Office: 281.646.1109 

Email: info@TheBibleSeminary.edu 

TheBibleSeminary.edu 

BIBLE 

PRAYER 

UNREACHED 

PEOPLES 

LOCAL 

CHURCH 

COMMUNITY 

COMPASSION 

))) The Bible Seminary exists to glorify God by impacting multitudes of souls for Christ and to help fulfill the Great Commission by the 
power of God's Spirit. 

))) 

))) 

))) 

))) 

))) 

))) 

))) 

))) 

))) 

Our mission is to foster biblical literacy through studies of all 66 books of the Bible, cultivate professional and lay leadership skills, and 
deploy trained Christian disciples in service worldwide. 

"They read from the Book of the Law of God making it clear and giving the meaning so the people could understand what was being read." 

�8:8 

Because He is Lord (Philippians 2:11), we will continually ask Jesus Christ to sit on the throne of the seminary and on the throne of the 

lives of its faculty, administrators, and students for the glory of God (1 Corinthians 10:31}. 

Because the Bible is the fully true Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16), we will offer and require the study of all 66 books of the Bible before 

graduation with a degree. We will seek to creatively integrate classical theological disciplines and ministry training by studying books of 

the Bible (e.g. Church History will begin with the Book of Acts and keep going; Pastoral Leadership will come through the study of the 

Pastoral Epistles; Systematic Theology will flow out of the study of the Pauline Epistles). 

Because apart from Him we can do nothing (John 15:5), we will continually seek to plug into the Vine Jesus Christ through yielding to 

Him in prayer. We will offer a unique emphasis on prayer, integrated with the curriculum, in classroom settings, meetings, and continual 

prayer opportunities in the life of the seminary. 

Because the return of Christ awaits the evangelization of all people groups (Matthew 24:14), we will keep our eyes on the unreached 

peoples of the world and train our students to have a heart for the fulfillment of the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) by seeking 

to reach millions of souls for Jesus Christ. 

Because the church universal (the body of Christ) is God's plan (Matthew 16:18}, comprised of local churches (Acts 5:42, 20:28; 

Romans 16:3-5), we will have a symbiotic relationship of service, training and education with local churches and parachurch ministries. 

Because we were created for community (Genesis 1:26; Romans 12:5), we will seek to build a campus-based fellowship where the "one 

anothers" of Scripture are lived out, where authenticity and accountability are practiced, and where integrity is modeled and taught. 

Because God has a huge heart for the poor and overlooked (Matthew 25:31-46), we will strive to motivate, equip, and train students to 

minister to "the least of these" as a lifestyle. 




